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I. Introduction
Last year, Ms. Theresa Kung, active member of the Focolare Movement and the External Secretary 
of the Diocesan Ecumenical Commission of the Hong Kong Catholic Church shared with me 
an idea of organizing a trip for Church Unity in 2017, the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. 
Then, church leaders, clergy and lay leaders will have the chance to journey together, reflect on the 
Church’s past, and walk the second mile for the Church’s future.

There was a lot of work to be done to realize the idea. Since it is a trip for Church Unity, we planned 
to go to the historical sites of the Reformation – Wittenberg, Augsburg, Trent, and also to the 
center of the Catholic Church, i.e., Rome. Since it is a spiritual pilgrimage, we planned to stay in 
retreat centers rather than hotels. Then, we planned nearly every day to have morning and evening 
prayers and Holy Communion led by the clergy of different denominations or church traditions.

Finally, we started the trip which took place from May 28 to June 9, beginning in Germany and 
finishing in Italy. During these two weeks, 24 participants from the Hong Kong Catholic Church, 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong, Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui (Anglican), Hong 
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Kong Council of the Church of Christ in China, Hong Kong Methodist Church, Tsung Tsin Mission 
of Hong Kong, and the Salvation Army journeyed together and wrote a new page in the history of 
the church in Hong Kong.

Theresa had been to the places we were going to and did all the preparation work. During the trip, 
we had specialists and clergy to guide us and even participants that spoke fluent Italian and had 
lived in Rome before to make the trip more fruitful, complete and in-depth.

II. Strong Sense of History
Whether visiting the sites that Martin Luther had preached, lived and 
pinned the 95 Articles in Wittenberg, or the important landmarks of 
the Reformation in Augsburg, or the city that convened the Council 
of Trent that led to the split of the Church – Trent, or the center of 
the early church – Rome, all the historical sites and cities we visited, 
all the churches, paintings, statues we have seen had hundreds or 
over a thousand years of history. And all of us were immersed into 
the historical atmosphere and had a stronger sense of history.

The churches and denominations we have today did not develop in 
a vacuum. The Reformation led by Martin Luther in 16th century 
Europe had its political and economic forces and church situations. 
Also, the rise, expansion and threat of the Islamic faith had an impact 
on 16th century history. The Catholic Church also experienced 
reform before and after the Reformation, strengthening the training 

of clergy and forming new church orders like the Franciscans and the Jesuits. Other denominations 
have their own origins and historical conditions of their coming into being. 

All Christians who have a sense of history could not deny that we are from the same source and 
the same Church. Also we could not deny that we inherited the past, whether it is good or bad, 
whether in separation or unity, whether in success or failure. How could the Church get out from 
failure and separation and go for unity which the Lord Jesus himself prayed for his followers? Every 
Christian has his or her role to play in history. Journeying to historical sites lets us understand 
more deeply about history and to face history more seriously.

III. Spirituality of Unity
During the trip, we met many clergy and lay people who work for 
church unity. Ms. Chiara Lubich (1920-2008) founded the Focolare 
Movement in the Catholic Church. It has become a worldwide lay 
movement that stresses the living out of the gospel, working for 
Church Unity and ecumenical brotherhood/sisterhood. 

In Ottmaring, we stayed in a retreat center of the Focolare Movement 
for two days. In this little town, Christians from the Catholic Church 
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church (EKD) live together, worship 
together and form a community. They also have the support from clergy and the Bishop who 
joined their meetings. 

In Rome, we visited the headquarter of the Focolare Movement, and some core members shared 
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with us the spirit of the movement. Ms. Chiara Lubich said that there are twelve main points 
of the spirituality of unity, which includes God is Love, The Will of God, The Word, Love for 
Neighbor, Mutual Love, Jesus in the Eucharist, Unity, Jesus Forsaken, Mary, The Church, The Holy 
Spirit, and Jesus in the Midst. I found that the core members of the movement have a very strong 
faith, commitment to the movement, and passion for unity. Like Christians in the early Church, 
they shared all their possessions and live the faith in community, practicing the gospel calling. 
Their spirituality is not hard to understand. There is no all-encompassing theological system or 
discourse, but instead going directly to the source of faith – Jesus Christ and the gospel that he 
preached. Like the Reformation, it is a renewal movement within the Catholic Church that takes 
the Bible, Jesus Christ, faith and grace seriously. So, the movement can transcend denominational 
barriers and join Christians from different church traditions together for unity.

In Trent, we visited the Diocesan Ecumenical Center 
of the Catholic Church. They have a special exhibition 
for Commemoration of the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation. The exhibition not only just honestly recorded 
the challenges the Church was facing 500 years ago, it also 
uses symbols to represent the four “Solas” by Luther, i.e., 
Sola gratia, Sola fidea, Sola scriptura, Sola Christo. Mr. 
Alessandro Martinelli, the General Secretary of the Centre, 
told us that Luther was not creating something new that 
is outside the teaching of the Church; rather, they should 
be the core belief of the Church. So, the Catholic Church 
nowadays sees the Reformation in a positive way, not condemning 
it as splitting the Church. This kind of humble and inclusive 
attitude is most needed if we are seeking church unity.

The Center also has an exhibition on world religions. They 
gathered clothing, statues and religious implements from Judaism, 
Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism and teach the 
younger generation to know and respect the faith of others. In the 
Christian section of the exhibition, there are vestments from the 
Catholic, Orthodox, Coptic, Lutheran and Anglican traditions, 
expressing the diversity and complexities of the Christian tradition. The Center also produced a 
calendar with fifteen religious faiths for readers to understand the religious festivals and special 
days of different religions.

During the trip, although we could not share together in the Holy Communion with Catholics and 
Protestants, even within Protestant churches, we have dogmatic and church regulations to follow 
that prevent us from sharing Holy Communion together. Yet, this unpleasant, stinging feeling is 
also a drive for us to break the barriers and boundaries in the future. We accept differences and 
limitations and journey together for a brighter future.

IV. The Art of Dialogue
Even in Augsburg, the place of church schism, we also saw the photos of representatives from 
the Catholic Church and the Lutheran Church signing the “Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of 
Justification” in 1999. After more than 400 years of schism, in an age of the ecumenical movement 
and the atmosphere of Vatican II Council, there are more and more fruits of dialogue, including 
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“The Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification” (1999) and “From Conflict to Communion” 
(2013). If denominations have the courage to cross the barriers, talk to each other, and co-operate 
with each other, the ice will melt and church unity will appear one day.

The Sunday we were in Rome was Pentecost, the day to celebrate the 
birth of the Church. In the morning, we joined the Mass officiated by 
Cardinal Stanislaw Rylko in the Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore. In the 
afternoon, we visited the Church of Sweden in Rome. Rev. Per Edler, the 
Senior Pastor of the Church of Sweden, told us that they are thankful 
for the help of the Catholic Church to lend their church building out 
to the Church of Sweden for more than forty years. It demonstrated the 
fellowship they have that reflects the thought of the Vatican II Council: 
to dialogue but not to fight.

We asked Rev. Edler about his views on the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. He said that the Lutheran Church and the Catholic Church 
together decided to use the word “Commemoration” but not “Celebration” to talk about the 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation, because “celebration” is a language against the enemy, which was 
the Catholic Church in the past. He also shared with us the five ecumenical imperatives in the 
document “From Conflict to Communion.”

1) Catholics and Lutherans should always begin from the perspective of unity and not from the 
point of view of division, in order to strengthen what is held in common even though the 
differences are easily seen and experienced.

2) Lutherans and Catholics must let themselves continuously be transformed by the encounter 
with the other and by the mutual witness of faith.

3) Catholics and Lutherans should again commit themselves to seek visible unity, to elaborate 
together what this means in concrete steps and to strive repeatedly toward this goal. 

4) Lutherans and Catholics should jointly rediscover the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ for 
our times.

5) Catholics and Lutherans should witness together to the mercy of God in proclamation and 
service to the world. 

The Catholics and Lutherans have utilized decades of dialogues to prove the importance and effects 
of these five imperatives, and they are not for Catholics and Lutherans only.

V. The Work of Dialogue
In Rome, we visited three organizations that promote Christian unity and dialogue, including the 
Anglican Center in Rome, the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity and the Methodist Ecumenical 
Office in Rome. We also had the chance to meet with the heads of these organizations.

The Most Rev. Sir David Moxon, director of the Anglican Centre in Rome, explained that the 
Centre was started right after Vatican II, with 51 years of history promoting dialogue with the 
Catholic Church. The work also extends to other Protestant denominations now. The work of 
the Centre covered five aspects: 1) hospitality, 2) education, 3) joint projects on justice and peace 
with ecumenical partners, 4) exchange programs on liturgy, spirituality and pastoral care, and 5) 
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agreements on doctrine. In other words, it includes nearly all important aspects of church life. The 
Most Rev. Moxon also introduced the concept of “Receptive Ecumenism”, which some scholars 
and church leaders have advocated in recent years. In reality, the idea is simple. We don’t need to 
ask what other churches should learn from us, but rather we should ask what we can learn from 
other churches. This kind of attitude will help churches to develop closer relationships because it 
has a humble heart. 

Not only that the Anglican Church is the first one to build up a dialogical relationship with the 
Catholic Church, they also have deep theological reflections on Christian Unity. The Anglican 
Church is one of the most active members in the ecumenical circles; often, they are also the bridge 
between the Catholic Church and the Protestant churches.

Cardinal Kurt Koch, Chairman of the Pontifical 
Council for Christian Unity, shared with us the 
work of the Council after Vatican II. Now they 
have a good and stable relationship with the 
Orthodox Church and met with the Ecumenical 
Patriarch several times. On the relationship with 
the Protestant churches, the fruits of dialogue 
could be seen in the “Joint Declaration of the Doctrine of Justification” (1999) and “From Conflict 
to Communion” (2013).

We also face challenges in Church Unity. Some of them are:

1) We cannot see a trend of unity in Protestant churches.

2) Churches do not have a clear understanding of the goal of dialogue. Different church traditions 
and denominations have their own visions.

3) There are new diversities in ethical issues, like birth and death of life, matrimony, gender, etc.

4) There are growing numbers of evangelical and Pentecostal Churches and the pentecostalization 
of the church.

The Pontifical Council for Christian Unity has twelve dialogue groups and has worked with 
different church traditions and denominations for a long time. The Council seeks for unity in 
doctrine, mission and sacraments. 

Cardinal Koch especially mentioned that the work of Church Unity needs the healing of memories 
of the past. We hurt each other in the process of splitting. In Europe, Christians even went to 
war and killed each other. So, to recover from these experiences requires healing of memories. 
Although Asian churches do not experience “religious war” between churches, but we are also 

hurting others in different levels. So, we need the healing of 
memories for deeper unity.

Rev. Tim Macquiban, the director of the Methodist Ecumenical 
Office in Rome, shared with us their work of hospitality, 
education, and ecumenical partner programs. Rev. Macquiban 
showed us the cross made by wood from refugees’ wrecked 
boats, which demonstrate the plight of Syrian refugees. This is a 
challenge to all European churches to join together for service, 

Visit to the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity in Rome
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Visit at the Methodist Ecumenical Office in 
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Rev. Po Kam-cheong is the General Secretary of the Hong Kong Christian Council.

The door of St. Paul's 
Basilica in Rome

so the lives of refugees will be protected and have a future in Europe. The external challenges do 
not always divide the church, sometimes they unite.

VI. An Ecumenical Faith
On June 6, we all dressed formally and arrived at St. Peter’s Square before 8 a.m. to join the 
Wednesday General Audience. There were thousands of people in the Square including clergy and 
laypeople from many countries such as India, Korea, Japan, Singapore, Indonesia, Philippines, 
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Spain, the Netherlands, France, Canada, USA, 
Brazil, Argentina, Mexico, Ivory Coast and Ghana. This is a concrete expression of an ecumenical 
faith, and Rome is the center.

Before the liturgy, priests greeted the audience in different languages and then Pope Francis circled 
around the Square in a car to bless the audience and receive their shouts of joy. Afterwards, Pope 
Francis sat on the seat prepared for him and shared with the audience a Biblical passage from 
Luke 11:1-4, i.e., the Lord’s Prayer. Pope Francis said that to call God the “Father in heaven” is 
revolutionary. God is the father of humankind and we are God’s sons and daughters. It is an 
intimate relationship. In reality, “Pope” also means father, which describes the role of the Pope to 
love all unconditionally, even people of different races, skin colors, classes, genders and religions. 

We were privileged to take photos with Pope Francis, and Fr. Peter 
Leung and the Rt. Rev. Timothy Kwok shook hands with the Pope 
on our behalf. Then, I presented a gift plate from Tao Fong Shan to 
the Pope. The plate featured a painting of a cluster of grapes and 
the Chinese words from the Beatitudes “Blessed are the pure in 
heart”. The gift rightly expresses the character of Pope Francis: pure 
in heart. Afterwards he said to us, “Pray for me, please.” Fr. Jacob 
Kwok responded in return, “Please, pray for China.” Pope Francis 
said clearly, “I pray for China every day.” We were all overjoyed and 
overwhelmed to believe that we met with the Pope. Before we took photos together, Pope Francis 
took time to bless all those in the front rows who are physically and mentally challenged. He is so 
compassionate and caring that some of them burst into tears after being touched by the Pope.

VII. Conclusion
On the last day, we visited the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls that was 
built in the 4th century by the order of Emperor Constantine. It was believed 
that this is the place that St. Paul was killed and buried. During the 16th and 17th 
century, the church was destroyed because of war and fire and rebuilt again. It is 
the same for the Christian faith under challenges in different periods of history 
as the Church renews herself again. The Basilica is also a symbol of Christian 
Unity. In 2000, Pope John Paul II, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I of 
Constantinople, and George Carey, Archbishop of Canterbury together knelt 
in prayer when the doors of the Basilica opened. Cardinal Koch, the Chairman 
of the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity, also planted an olive tree in the 
garden of the church to symbolize Christian Unity. 

There is a Chinese saying, “People before planted a tree, then people afterwards can enjoy the 
shade.” It is our hope that we all plant the seeds of unity and later they will bear the fruits of love 
and peace.

Presenting gift to Pope Francis
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Catholic Bishop of Dresden, 
Mons. Joachim Reinelt

Listening and Learning

Officer Commanding, The Salvation Army 
Hong Kong and Macau Command

Lt. Col Ian Swan

To commemorate the 500th Anniversary of Luther’s Declaration of Protest and to promote 
ecumenical conversations, twenty-four persons took part in a pilgrimage of personal reflection, 
theological exploration, and dialogue which would trace the footsteps of Luther from Wittenberg, 
to Augsburg, to Trent, and finally to Rome.

Along the way, we would not only visit and experience historical sites but also gain a new perspective 
on the events that occurred there by having an opportunity to interact with individuals who 
continue to seek for a better understanding of the theological practices of the past to determine 
their importance and impact for the present age.

WITTENBERG
Arriving at Wittenberg we were quickly taken to St Mary’s (the Town Church) where we were 
immediately struck by the turmoil which must have occurred in this community as it moved from 
Catholicism to Lutheran practices. Families would have discussed the changes over Sunday dinner 
while friends and colleagues would have debated the latest arguments.

Keeping nothing back from us, our guides also pointed out where 
the Jewish business quarter would have been and how Luther’s deep 
disappointment over their lack of conversion to Christianity would 
begin a bitter struggle which was to lead to tragic results many years 
later. As we made our way down the street to the University Church 
we literally tripped over this history as the ‘stumbling stones’ marked 
shops and homes from which Jewish families were taken during the 
Holocaust. 

Returning to our accommodation after visiting the University and 
Luther’s private quarters, we were privileged to meet with the Catholic 
Bishop of Dresden, Mons. Joachim Reinelt, who spoke of reconciliation 
and inclusion. He spoke with such joy and conviction as he recounted 
how students marched for justice and a voice in the 20th century and 
his role in facilitating dialogue between them and the authorities. Here 
we saw demonstrated a ‘way forward’ from conflict to reconciliation. A way that requires courage 
and conviction and one that constantly values and respects others. 

AUGSBURG
A glorious day of blue skies and sunshine greeted us as we visited Augsburg where we were captured 
by the golden opulence of the princes’ audience chamber. Everything within the building and main 
audience hall was designed and built to reflect power and authority. How easy it would have been 
to be intimidated here while standing before the leaders of the land. Yet in this place, the ‘Augsburg 
Confession’ was delivered in June 1530 outlining twenty-one principal tenets of belief and stating 
seven practices which needed correcting.  

With thoughts of this scene of debate, confrontation, and exclusion clearly in our mind’s eye, we 
returned to our accommodation at Mariopolis where a community of people daily strive to live in 
harmony and peace with each other despite holding differing and sometimes opposing positions 
of faith and practice. Individuals and families of faith deliberately chose to come together to build 
a community of believers who could live and interact with each other in an environment of mutual 
respect and acceptance. While we stayed there we listened to personal testimonies of how the early 
years were not easy and how each decision had to be worked through by the whole community 
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Learning and sharing together at Ottmaring

before agreement on a way forward could be confirmed. 
Recognizing how at times this process must have been very 
painful we were impressed by the ‘spiritual communion’ shared 
by all. Worship services and times of prayer demonstrated in 
a concrete way how each person was supported and valued 
for their contribution and participation. The primary focus of 
this community of believers was to affirm the transformative 
presence of Christ in the midst.

TRENT
The Cathedral dominates the landscape and we were transported back in time as our guide showed 
us how it was transformed into an ecclesiastical court which included accommodation provision 
for the many participants who attended the discussion over many years. It was here that ‘the church’ 
debated the great doctrines of belief and their observances while considering the objections of the 
‘protestants’ that tradition and self interest had corrupted a true understanding of scripture.

The Council of Trent, for many, dominates the historical perspective of the city but we experienced 
another side of this community. We were privileged to visit the “Dialogue Centre” which includes 
an expression of all faith groups to provide exposure and an opportunity to better understand 
the shared core values along with the aspects of diversity. We were particularly impressed by the 
current exhibition on Luther and the Protestant Movement. Here school children were asked to 
express their understanding of Luther’s four principles of faith and challenged to express in a 
short text message a declaration of faith that would change the world as we know it. Here was an 
expression of dialogue and appreciation at its best and an encouragement that we can live and 
learn together.

By this point in our journey together we were also feeling comfortable with one another and 
began our own intimate conversations exploring each other’s faith journey and denominational 
perspective. What a pleasure to share in worship together and to affirm our universal declaration 
that Christ is Lord of all.

ROME
The ancient city surrounded us with thousands of years of history. Every corner, every vista 
and building representing a particular era and agenda. While all of this was exciting, and at 
times overwhelming, the real highlight of the visit was engaging in conversation with different 
denominational leaders (Anglican, Methodist, Lutheran, and Roman Catholic) who are charged 
with leading and exploring conversations of mutual respect and understanding.

They all spoke to the plight of the refugees flooding into Europe and how our response would 
define us as 21st century Christians. Each spoke of the need to ‘be prepared’ to give a reasoned 
defence of our faith in the face of ‘radical humanism and secularization’. However, it was Cardinal 
Koch who challenged us to consider a new form of ecumenism identified by Pope Francis:  the 
ecumenism of blood. 

By that he meant the spilling of Christian blood not because of internal denominational arguments 
but because of external persecution simply because we are practicing Christians. Having just 
visited the catacombs we thought of those early ‘witnesses’ and wondered what the 21st century 
would remember. 

We were privileged to join with thousands of believers from around the world to listen to Pope 
Francis’ weekly address in Vatican Square where we experienced in a concrete manner that God 
embraces diversity and welcomes contextual expression. We watched Pope Francis personally 
embrace the disabled, the marginalised, the disadvantaged, and heard him respond to our appeal 
for prayer that he prays for China every morning. 

Our journey complete, we each began to prepare to return to our various responsibilities and 
faith communities but would do so with a wider circle of friends and a greater appreciation of 
each other and of the universal faith community we each belong to. The impact of this journey of 
reflection, theological exploration, and dialogue will be felt in many ways in the years to come.
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In the year 2017, commemorating the 500th Anniversary of the beginning of the Reformation, it is 
especially meaningful to go for an Ecumenical Trip with both Protestant and Catholic friends. Our 
trip started from Wittenberg, we then visited Augsburg, Trent, Rome and the Vatican. It was really 
an exciting and awesome experience to review the history of Church Reformation on site. Having 
conversations with church leaders of these critical cities on the topic of “Ecumenism” was also a 
significant part of the journey.

I was deeply moved by the humble spirit of these leaders and their passion and effort in improving 
church unity. Nearly all the Catholic Church leaders we met openly recognized the contribution of 
Martin Luther in reforming the church. We have not forgotten the fact that the church was divided 
hundreds of years ago. However, understanding that certain differences remain, these church 
leaders actively strive for unity of the church. The way to unity they run is farther and wider than 
ours. There is much for us to reflect on and to learn. To them, “unity” is not only on the level of 
theological and doctrinal dialogue, not just signing joint declarations (such as Joint Declaration 
on the Doctrine of Justification, From Conflict to Communion), but also shown in their education, 
daily living, joint effort in serving the vulnerable groups (e.g. refugees) and in speaking out for 
justice and peace.

In this trip, we also had the opportunities to visit several magnificently built churches, and to 
attend an extremely grand Mass in a Basilica. They were so amazing! However, for me, what was 
most impressive and touching was to attend the Eucharist led by a Swedish Lutheran pastor in 
a small congregation with comparatively simple decoration. It is not a matter of liturgy or the 
environment. It is because, by the grace of God, I eventually received the Precious Body and Blood 
of Christ on that Pentecost Sunday! I could not stop my tears from flowing down my cheeks. This 
evening service was not originally scheduled. The grace of God is really abundant! He has mercy 
on us who long for His salvation, His Body and Blood.

Last but not least, we were among the General Audience of the Pope on the first Wednesday of June 
at Saint Peter’s Square in the Vatican. Being able to meet with Pope Francis so closely was really 
a rare opportunity. To my surprise, after greeting us, Pope Francis repeatedly said, “Pray for me. 
Pray for me.” Many people look forward to receiving blessings from the Pope, however, have we 
ever thought that such an important spiritual leader, who strives for church unity, also needs our 
fervent prayer and support?

Rev. CHUNG Kit-Yi

Worship in the Church of Sweden in Rome

Eternal Grace Lutheran Church 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church Hong Kong

2017
Sharing on the 
        Ecumenical Trip 
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This journey is an “in-depth” tour to me as a joint encounter of two important themes in Christianity: 
“Protestant Reformation” and “church ecumenism”. We have visited a variety of places, meeting 
with diverse people groups from different backgrounds in order to experience, explore, perceive 
and discuss various issues in various perspectives related to the themes. Though I’ve described the 
tour as “in-depth”, actually we have only got a glimpse of the history of European Christianity and 
the many facets of the complex relationships between different streams of the Christian religion. 
To have a somewhat “in-depth” exposure to this area, I guess we should spend at least two months 
to gain a full scale community living experience in the places we’ve visited. 

My personal reflections: (1) My knowledge of the Protestant Reformation has been transformed 
from a plain cognitive level to a multi-dimensional level, which I was presented in the locations 
and buildings in which the historical events took place.  It’s a stunning experience to me. (2) I am 
thankful and being encouraged by the breakthrough and progress upon the road of reconciliation 
between the Roman Catholic Church and Protestant Christianity in the past fifty years after the 
Vatican II Council. (3) I came to know the Focolare Movement and the life witness of its founder 
Chiara Lubich, which I give thanks to the wonderful work of the Holy Spirit toward peace and 
unity among different Christian groups around the world. (4) I appreciate to have close contact 
with Pope Francis in person, which deepened my respect toward him. The Pope has also gained the 
respect from all the Protestant leaders we’ve met in Rome. (5) It’s a precious fellowship experience 
to have twenty-three brothers and sisters in Christ from different denominational background 
living together for twelve full days. We have built a genuine and lasting friendship out of it.

A word of conclusion: The unity of all Christians from all places in all times is the earnest 
expectation of the Triune God (John 17:20-24). Christian ecumenism should not only be discussed 
in academic circles or by ecclesiastical leaders. It should be a matter of “life in action”, and act as a 
powerful witness of the gospel of love and peace, as we’ve learned in the Bible: “Dear children, let 
us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.” (1 John 3:17, NIV)

Chief Pastor of Tsung Tsin Mission of Hong Kong

Some Reflections 
on the Ecumenical Tour on the Occasion of
Commemoration of the Lutheran Reformation

500th 
Rev. Calvin Chu

Mosaic in chapel of headquarter of 
Focolare Movement in Rome
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Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong

Theresa Kung

Certainly one of my deepest impressions of this trip was to have the photo taken besides Pope 
Francis! It was something I had never dreamt of and it happened surprisingly without any previous 
arrangement! When I saw the Pope coming towards us, it was natural that I went forward to 
welcome and introduce myself to him in Italian: “I am a focolarina and have come with an 
Ecumenical Group from Hong Kong”.  I was very close to him when we shook hands and therefore 
got the chance to look into his blue-greenish eyes so full of gentleness and kindness.  

The first person I introduced to the Pope was Bishop Timothy Kwok from the Anglican Church, 
then Fr. Peter Leung, Vice-Chairman of the Catholic Diocesan Ecumenical Commission. Then the 
Pope humbly asked us to pray for him. Suddenly Fr. Jacob Kwok, from behind, in a loud voice said: 
“Please pray for China!” The Pope nodded his head and said that he prays for China every day. 
Then he turned round and made a sign for me to stand beside him to take a photo! It was really 
something so special which I felt unworthy but honoured and so unexpectedly!  

However, later I understood that it was Jesus who assured me that He is always with us in all 
our Ecumenical encounters and efforts! Wasn’t His representative on earth standing among us 
and hasn’t he been our example in this regard? The Pope always takes different opportunities and 
occasions to contact and re-establish new relationships with the other Christian denominations.

WHAT A 

         GRACE!

Meeting with Pope Francis in St. Peter's Square
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HKCS Future 2035 Dancing Competition

Wheelchair Martial Arts Training Course 

“Our Future 2035 Dancing Competition” is one of the events of the “HKIE Fiesta 2017” organized by 
the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers. Through this event, children learned about the engineering 
work and technology that they access in daily life and had an opportunity to perform on stage which 
would build up their self-confidence and broaden their horizons. Under the theme of innovation and 
technology, our Kwun Tong Nursery School students dressed up as robots and engineers to express 
how to make use of innovation and technology to enhance urban management and improve the 
livelihood of the public.  Adjudicated by a professional team, our K3B class won the championship.

Recently Pui Oi School invited Hong Kong PHAB Martial Art Association to conduct eight sessions 
of wheelchair martial arts training as an interest class for the students at the dormitory. It is hoped 
that the training would strengthen students’ self-confidence and physical and mental agility.

The term "interest class" may be associated with "monster parents" who enroll their children in a 
dozen interest classes so that they can get into elite schools. But for physically disabled students, it is 
not easy for them to participate in interest classes, especially the training of martial arts, which not 
only requires students’ physical coordination, but also the School’s consideration about the teaching 
format and provision of barrier-free facilities etc. No wonder some of the students said that they had 
never thought of getting an opportunity to learn martial arts.

The two coaches of the training class were full of expectations. Coach Li hoped that students would 
discover their hidden abilities while Coach Chu wished that students were happy in the training. 
The School will continue to provide wheelchair martial arts training activities. Therefore, public 
support is vital to help students connect with the community.

Caring School Award Scheme
Sharing Session cum Award Presentation Ceremony

The 12th Caring School Award Scheme’s sharing session cum award presentation ceremony was 
held on May 13, 2017 at the EDB Kowloon Tong Education Services Centre. Dr. Chan Ting-sam, 
Professional Consultant, Hong Kong Institute of Educational Research, The Chinese University of 
Hong Kong, delivered a keynote speech titled “The Faith for Life Education”. 

This was the first year in which the award for “Instill Hope” was introduced. It aims at nurturing 
students’ hope and competence. We would like to specially thank our long-term partners for their 
cooperation and support. They are the Hong Kong Association of Career Masters and Guidance 
Masters, Education Bureau, and Hong Kong Education City. To date, more than 1,300 secondary, 
primary and special schools have been given awards. This year, our Pui Oi School which provides 
special education for the physically disabled children also received the Award of Merit.
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