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Introduction 

Former Czech President Václav Havel once spoke of an experience he would never forget. One 
day the young Havel was walking on the street in his hometown.  He saw a huge factory chimney 
belching dark smoke into the sky. He knew nothing about ecology then, but his innocent heart 
sensed something very wrong there: humanity would likely pay a great price for this “pollution 
heaven”.  Many years later, ecologists confirmed what the young man already sensed. For Havel, 
the problem was not just a shortcoming in technical design. The bigger problem was fallen human 
nature. 

Led astray by technological forces and rampant consumerism, humans are alienated from the very 
world that is an essential part of their being. We could try to improve those smoking chimneys by 
requiring more advanced exhaust systems. But that is only a “quick fix” that fails to address the 
fundamental issues. We have to challenge the entire economic system and consumption patterns 
that undergird this commercial enterprise. Otherwise, all our remedies will ultimately fail. We 
must recover the sacred relationship between humanity and the world if we are to talk about 
ecological care today. Psalm 148 brings a precious message to modern society on this very matter. 
It gives us new perspectives to view this created world of ours with a sense of wonder, a sense of 
community and a sense of gratitude. 

No anthems of arrogance 

The first thing we gain from Psalm 148 is a sense of wonder. Old Testament scholar Robert Alter 
says Psalm 148 is the most magnificent among all the psalms of praise. The poet presents to us the 
glorious orchestra of the universe. Praises from the heavens come in verses 1-6. Listen to these 
words of cosmic acclaim:

Dr. Daniel Lee
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1 Praise the Lord!
   Praise the Lord from the heavens;
   praise him in the heights!

2 Praise him, all his angels;
   praise him, all his host!

3 Praise him, sun and moon;
   praise him, all you shining stars!

4 Praise him, you highest heavens,
   and you waters above the heavens!

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
   for he commanded and they were created.

6 He established them forever and ever;
   he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.

That heavenly movement of acclaim is then followed with a parallel movement from earth. Hear 
what comes next in verses 7-13 in this grand symphony of praise.

7 Praise the Lord from the earth,
    you sea monsters and all deeps,

8 fire and hail, snow and frost,
   stormy wind fulfilling his command!

9 Mountains and all hills,
   fruit trees and all cedars!

10 Wild animals and all cattle,
      creeping things and flying birds!

11 Kings of the earth and all peoples,
     princes and all rulers of the earth!

12 Young men and women alike,
     old and young together!

13 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
     for his name alone is exalted;
     his glory is above earth and heaven.

If there’s one word that you hear over and over again in Psalm 148, it’s the word “praise.” In fact, the 
psalmist calls on heaven and earth to praise the Lord nine times just in the first few verses.  Why? 
Because the God of creation is incomparably powerful, good and glorious, in heaven, on earth, in 
the deep sea, now and forever. No other name except God deserves such exaltation! John Calvin 
echoes the psalmist when he said, “Creation is the theatre of God’s glory.” 

The way we treat the world of creation reflects how we see our relationship with God. Unlike 
other ancient Near East religions, biblical faith does not see the sun, the moon and stars as gods 
that control human destiny. Instead, creation serves as a constant reminder of the transcendent 
power above and beyond us, the One who puts things in their place and brings order to the world. 
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Our response to such majesty can only be humility and awe. That means we must respect the 
boundaries and norms that God has set. To do otherwise is an act of arrogance and ignorance, and 
humanity will pay dearly for that.

The Great Leap Forward in mainland China in the late 1950s is modern example of such arrogance. 
This campaign exalted total human control over the land with the slogan 人有多大膽、地有多
大產 – “the bolder we are, the more the land will yield”. As history showed us, such arrogance 
resulted in a nationwide famine that killed tens of millions of people. Totalitarian evil and human 
crisis share the same root. Ecological tragedies will continue in different forms around the world 
until we learn this lesson of wonder for God’s creation.  

An ensemble, not a solo 

The second lesson we learn from Psalm 148 is a sense of community in creation. Other praise 
psalms also refer to the created order, such as Psalm 147. It’s worth noting, however, that in this 
psalm, creation is not the object of praise but rather the very subject singing God’s praise. Even the 
order of their appearance gives no indication that one part of creation has priority over the other.  
“You highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens” are not any lowlier than “you shining 
stars”. “Creeping things and flying birds” are not any loftier than “fire and hail, snow and frost”. 
What the psalmist wants to highlight here is not a hierarchy of the creaturely world, but rather its 
integrity and wholeness. In these 14 verses, did you notice how often you hear the word “all”? Eight 
times! All his angels, all the deep seas, all cattle. . . that is the psalmist’s way of saying that creation 
in all its fullness is praising God. 

This all-inclusive nature is further emphasized through contrasting pairs of words to describe 
something in its entirety. For example, “fire and hail” represent every phenomenon of weather. 
“Fruit trees and fruitless trees” represent all plants, and so on. Thus, in this massive cosmic 
orchestra, every member has a role to play. Every player has a contribution to make in their own 
unique way. In the eyes of the psalmist, then, the whole creaturely world is a concerted fellowship 
of praise. If any member is absent, the magnificent symphony is not complete.

These insights from Psalm 148 have significant implications for today’s ecology. Modern people 
are so tamed by the capitalistic system of production and profit. We measure everything in terms 
of economic efficiency or benefits to ourselves. That means we think the livestock we can eat are 
more valuable than animals in the wild. A high-rise housing development is better use of land 
than the natural beauty of rural wilderness. The psalmist, however, reminds us that everything 
exists to manifest the glory of God, not as objects falling prey to human indulgence. We need to be 
part of this divine fellowship of praise to protect its integrity and wholeness. It is a responsibility 
we cannot shirk. Perhaps it is time for us to stop and reflect seriously on what economic model 
dominates our imagination. Is it the myth of unlimited economic growth and consumption? If so, 
beware, for such thinking may blaspheme the name of God. 
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A memorable song of the heart 

The third thing that we can learn from Psalm 148 is a sense of gratitude. The psalmist calls for 

everything and everyone to praise the Lord. But did you notice that the first group called upon 

to do so are all the angels and host from the heavens? John Calvin raised an interesting question 

here: according to the Bible, angels and the heavenly host continually offer their praises to God. 

Does the psalmist think he is greater than the angels and host that he should call them to praise? 

Calvin’s answer is no. The call serves as a reminder to the psalmist himself to join the heavenly 

chorus of praise. Perhaps then we can apply Calvin’s insight to the whole psalm: every call to praise 

is the psalmist’s response to the concerted praises of the universal symphony. It is a call to urge 

himself to join the rest of creation in praising the Lord.  Indeed, humanity is slow to offer praise 

and so much in need of help from others in the creaturely fellowship. Calvin adds that the kings 

of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth mentioned in verse 11 testify to the 

difficulties humans face in this task. Kings, princes and rulers, they above all men are most prone 

to the traps of self-glory and power, forgetting our human duty to magnify the Lord. As it says in 

verse 13, Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is above 

earth and heaven.

In closing, let me share a story about gratitude.  It happened at a seminar on land development 

in Hong Kong with Prof. Wong Fook-yee, who was offering an introduction on the development 

of Hong Kong’s country parks. Dr. Wong is Adjunct Professor in the Department of Geography 

and Resource Management, the Chinese University of Hong Kong. Looking at the history of 

Hong Kong, Prof. Wong pointed out how the countryside had sustained us through many difficult 

times. They served as leisure space for the general public in the 70s and 80s and more recently 

were a window to fresh air during the 2003 SARS epidemic. He earnestly pleaded for us never to 

forget these lessons in our short-sightedness. The call goes beyond appealing to people to protect 

the environment. Of course, we should do that. But more importantly, we need to relearn God’s 

lessons and commit to caring for creation. The truth of the matter is creation has always protected 

our lives, without fail. In fact, the natural environment and God’s creation have been more faithful 

in their divine responsibility than we have. Perhaps then it is time for us to turn away from our 

forgetfulness and wrong habits and return to a sense of gratitude for God’s gift of creation to the 

world. 

This sermon was written for Eco-Concern Sunday 2018 by Professor Dr. Daniel Lee of the China Graduate School of 

Theology.
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Hong Kong Christian ServiceHong Kong Christian Service

Hong Kong Christian Service was the first organization in Hong Kong to provide foster care 
service. During our 45th anniversary celebration, we organized the “Love is in every family” 
Foster Care Service presentation ceremony on April 7, 2018. Bliss & Bless International 
Limited is the co-organizer. We also thank the great support from a list of companies. Ms. 
Pang Kit-Ling, Assistant Director of Social Welfare Department (Family and Child Welfare 
Branch) was the officiating guest, along with well-known actress Griselda Yeung as guest host. 
This was followed by sharing from foster children and their foster parents. More than 300 
foster parents and children attended the ceremony. If any family would like to offer a home 
for the foster children, we are more than happy to introduce to you. Please call us at 24926088.

The 15th Children Art Creation Exhibition was held from April 13-15, 2018 at Jockey Club 
Creative Arts Centre to showcase over 300 pieces of art by children ages five to six years 
old. Famous designer Mr. Kan Tai-Keung, SBS, BBS was invited to be the officiating guest. 
Moreover, we invited different artists, enterprises, graduates and parents to join. A QR code 
was added next to each art piece. Visitors can scan the code and get the story of the art piece. 
Over 6000 people visited the exhibition. The income from the charity sale will all go the 
Children Art Development Fund to support art activities, children of deprived families to art 
classes and activities of our nursery schools. We are dedicated to achieve the goal of equal 
learning opportunities in art.

There is an upward trend for the number of special needs children in the community. No 
matter whether they received professional assessments or services, they still face big challenges 
in concentration, social skills, learning ability and emotions. Our North Point Happy Teens 
Club addresses the needs of growth and development of the special needs children in the 
community. They enhance the children’s social skills through a series of training and activities. 
Parents who are facing high pressure are also supported through promotion of a mutual help 
network. Through the volunteer training and inclusion activities, we arrange opportunities 
for the community to meet with the special needs children, so as to increase the public’s 
awareness and caring. If you have any enquiry, please contact Miss Leung at 25610251. 

“Love is in every family”: Foster Care Service presentation ceremony

The 15th Children Art Creation Exhibition

Support for the special needs children in the community

2nd Quarter 2018

54 55



Easter Blessings
in Myanmar

A 16-person delegation led by HKCC staff visited Yangon, Myanmar from March 30-April 4, 2018. 
Participants had opportunities to visit three orphanages and to meet the children they personally 
sponsored through our “Needy Children Sponsorship Project”. A village school opening ceremony 
and a stone-laying ceremony of another village school also took place during the visit.  The delegation 
later joined the local NGO called “One-2-One Myanmar”, an outreach project to provide mobile 
medical service to village people. The Hong Kong participants came from different backgrounds, 
ranging from ages 5 to 70 and with two foreigners as well. Yet the group was united in friendship 
and service to the needy. One of the delegation members is Rev. Umnai Kui who is from Myanmar 
and just completed the Doctor of Theology degree at Lutheran Theological Seminary in Hong 
Kong. His participation indeed solved a lot of communication problems for the group.  Below is 
his sharing on the experience. 

It was a great privilege to have visited in Myanmar during the mission trip of the Hong Kong 
Christian Council (HKCC). Personally, I thank Ms. Winnie Wong and HKCC for their love and 
concern for our people.  I went with them and saw what they had been supporting. We visited 
orphanages, slum areas, and villages, all which were in need of school buildings and other support.   

The first village we visited was Hle Wine. It consisted of 
about seventy families. We invited all the children from the 
village regardless of their religion. The church pastor used 
the loudspeaker and called them. More than seventy children 
joined playing games. They were also happy to receive 
presents. During the games we asked some children to sing. I 
asked them three times. But they did not sing. I led a Christian 
thanksgiving song that every Christian sings in Myanmar. 
However, they did not follow me. Why? Those children were 
from a Buddhist background. It was a good experience that 
reminded me to know people’s background and to choose 
activities appropriately. 

We visited the Pale Myitta Orphanage. HIV/AIDS affect those children. For me, however, they 
were the happiest of all the children visited. The orphanage allows them to go home in the holidays 
to keep in contact with their families. They sang songs. Four children said words of thanks to us. 
What they said was that they thanked HKCC representatives who were supporting them. “You 
made us happy. You came from far away. Thank you for your love. We hope to see you again.” They 
really need help. For me, HKCC’s mission work is with the most vulnerable community. 

At the Full Moon orphanage children participated in playing games very actively. They sang songs 
very well. The children looked happy and healthy. They had music leaders who played guitar and 
piano. They were very devoted in faith. There were fifteen volunteers and 320 children in Full-

Umnai Kui leads games

Umnai Kui
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Moon. What impressed me very much was that the older children took care of the younger ones. 
For example, a thirteen year old child would take care of four other children under ten. His or her 
responsibility included washing their clothes and packing their lunch boxes. It meant they learnt 
how to help one another and how to live in groups. We met 71 children sponsored by HKCC.  I had 
a chance to tell them my own story. I knew they were encouraged when I saw their attentive faces.

We visited the feeding program in Bawdi Gone Slum. A small church accommodated children to 
study. HKCC provides the children with lunch and dinner. 

The opening ceremony of Kyawt Ogh School was also wonderful. The village needed a school 
building. It was also an ecumenical building because the Buddhist monk of the village donated 
the land and HKCC built the school. For me, Buddhism and Christianity met there. Children 
played games and sang a song. The township official of the Education Department of Yae Tar Shay 
Township said that the name Kyawt Ogh (stone pot) had been changed to Shwe Ogh (golden pot) 
for they now had such a safe and beautiful school.

We went to Aye Thar Yar village for the groundbreaking ceremony of the new school building. 
The weather was very hot. Three persons, the HKCC representative, the village representative, and 
the One-2-One representative began the ceremony. Christian pastors prayed for the building, the 
donors, and the villagers.  A family from Macau donated the building budget in remembrance of 
their beloved one who had passed away a few years ago. The village needed a school. The present 
building being used was very old and inconvenient for children to study in. The One-2-One 
chose the poorest village. They also worked with government officers. A representative from the 
Government said words of thanks to all of us. He said, “Through this school building, you helped 
our people, our country, and our government.” 

We then visited Hpu Mooler Blessing Home. There were 30 children. The children were active, 
sociable, healthy, and happy. 

Some villagers and orphanages provided us with food and fruits. The food was the best and the 
most delicious and special that they had.  This mission work gives an image that shows how HKCC 
participates in the mission of God, how she loves God, and how she serves the Lord and works for 
the extension of the Kingdom of God. As I am from Myanmar, I would like to request HKCC to 
extend their mission work. May the Lord bless and use HKCC for an even larger mission!

If your church would like to experience such a 
mission trip, HKCC would be happy to arrange 
for you. Please contact Ms. Winnie Wong at 
21363131 during office hours Mon-Fri, email: 
winwong@hkcc.org.hk

Please scan the QR code for more information 
about HKCC projects in Myanmar.

Delegation jumps for joy
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The 2018 Hong Kong Refugee Pastoral Care Handbook is a practical guide 
for anyone who wants to know more about ministry with refugees and 
asylum seekers in the city. It is published by Hong Kong Christian Council. 
This updated version includes biblical and theological sections, testimonies 
from asylum seekers, and information on refugee ministry programs in Hong 
Kong.

The Handbook is available in English and Chinese versions, you can find 
online at https://goo.gl/5vnMUV. You can change language using dropdown 
select menu at top right hand of the page, next to the search box.

For hard copy, please contact hkcc@hkcc.org.hk.
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