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Introductory Hymn: Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven (HOP#207)    Stand 
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Words of Welcome                 Sit 
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

Leader: Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, we have assembled here to pray for unity among Christians 

and reconciliation in the world. Divisions among Christians have existed for many centuries. This 

causes great pain and is contrary to God’s will. We believe in the power of prayer. Together with 

Christians all over the world, we offer our prayers as we seek to overcome separation.  

The resources for this year’s Week of Prayer for Christian Unity have been prepared by different 

Christian Churches in Malta. The history of Christianity in this small island nation dates back to 

the time of the apostles. According to tradition, St Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, reached the 

shores of Malta in the year 60. The narrative describing this eventful and providential episode is 

conveyed to us in the final two chapters of the Acts of the Apostles. 

This text signals the beginning of Christianity in Malta – a small country made up of two main 

inhabited islands, Malta and Gozo, as well as other islets – at the heart of the Mediterranean Sea, 

halfway between the southern tip of Sicily and Northern Africa. This biblical land lies at the 

crossroads of civilizations, cultures and religions. 

Our prayers and reflections, today, and during this year’s Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, are 

centred on the hospitality shown by the islanders towards those who had just been shipwrecked: 

“They showed us unusual kindness” (cf. Acts 28:2). May the love and respect we show each other 

today as we pray for Christian unity be with us throughout the whole year. 

 

Invocation of the Holy Spirit               Sit 
Leader: Spirit of love, come upon this assembly and dwell among us. 

All:  Come, Holy Spirit! (or Veni Sancte Spiritus!) 

Leader: Spirit of unity, show us the path towards Christian unity. 

All:  Come, Holy Spirit! (or Veni Sancte Spiritus!) 

Leader: Spirit of hospitality, teach us to be welcoming. 

All:  Come, Holy Spirit! (or Veni Sancte Spiritus!) 

Leader: Spirit of compassion, instil within us an attitude of respect to all those whom we meet. 

All:  Come, Holy Spirit! (or Veni Sancte Spiritus!) 

Leader: Spirit of hope, help us to detach ourselves from all hindrances to our ecumenical journey. 

All:  Come, Holy Spirit! (or Veni Sancte Spiritus!) 
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Prayers of Pardon and Reconciliation 

Leader: Forgive us, Lord, for past mistakes, mistrust and misdeeds between Christians from different 

Churches and traditions. 

All:  Lord, have mercy! (or Kyrie eleison!) 

Leader: Forgive us, Lord, for remaining in the darkness rather than seeking the path of Light; for you, O 

Lord, are the only true Light. 

All:  Lord, have mercy! (or Kyrie eleison!) 

Leader: Forgive us, Lord, for our lack of faith and for our failure to be people of expectant hope and 

authentic charity. 

All:  Lord, have mercy! (or Kyrie eleison!) 

Leader: Forgive us, Lord, for having caused pain, hardship and anguish to others. 

All:  Lord, have mercy! (or Kyrie eleison!) 

Leader: Forgive us, Lord, for isolating ourselves and remaining indifferent, instead of showing hospitality 

to all, especially strangers and refugees. 

All:  Lord, have mercy! (or Kyrie eleison!) 

Leader: The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. As the heavens 

are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast love towards those who fear him; as far as the 

east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us (Ps 103:8,11-12). 

All:  Amen. 
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Song of praise: Ye Servants of God (HOUP#52)         Stand 
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Listening to the Living Word of God             Sit 
Leader: Father in heaven, open our hearts and minds to your Word. 

All:  Your words are spirit and life! 

Leader: Lead us to grow closer to each other in unity and charity. 

All:  Your word is a lamp on our path! 

 

Reading 

Acts 27:18 – 28:10 
18 We took such a violent battering from the storm that the next day they began to throw the cargo 

overboard. 19 On the third day, they threw the ship’s tackle overboard with their own hands. 20 When 

neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and the storm continued raging, we finally gave up all hope 

of being saved. 
21 After they had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up before them and said: “Men, you should 

have taken my advice not to sail from Crete; then you would have spared yourselves this damage and loss. 
22 But now I urge you to keep up your courage, because not one of you will be lost; only the ship will be 

destroyed. 23 Last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood beside me 24 and 

said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives 

of all who sail with you.’ 25 So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will happen just as 

he told me. 26 Nevertheless, we must run aground on some island.” 
27 On the fourteenth night we were still being driven across the Adriatic[c] Sea, when about midnight the 

sailors sensed they were approaching land. 28 They took soundings and found that the water was a hundred 

and twenty feet[d] deep. A short time later they took soundings again and found it was ninety feet[e] deep. 
29 Fearing that we would be dashed against the rocks, they dropped four anchors from the stern and prayed 

for daylight. 30 In an attempt to escape from the ship, the sailors let the lifeboat down into the sea, 

pretending they were going to lower some anchors from the bow. 31 Then Paul said to the centurion and 

the soldiers, “Unless these men stay with the ship, you cannot be saved.” 32 So the soldiers cut the ropes 

that held the lifeboat and let it drift away. 
33 Just before dawn Paul urged them all to eat. “For the last fourteen days,” he said, “you have been in 

constant suspense and have gone without food—you haven’t eaten anything. 34 Now I urge you to take 

some food. You need it to survive. Not one of you will lose a single hair from his head.” 35 After he said this, 

he took some bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all. Then he broke it and began to eat. 36 They 

were all encouraged and ate some food themselves. 37 Altogether there were 276 of us on board. 38 When 

they had eaten as much as they wanted, they lightened the ship by throwing the grain into the sea. 
39 When daylight came, they did not recognize the land, but they saw a bay with a sandy beach, where they 

decided to run the ship aground if they could. 40 Cutting loose the anchors, they left them in the sea and at 

the same time untied the ropes that held the rudders. Then they hoisted the foresail to the wind and made 

for the beach. 41 But the ship struck a sandbar and ran aground. The bow stuck fast and would not move, 

and the stern was broken to pieces by the pounding of the surf. 
42 The soldiers planned to kill the prisoners to prevent any of them from swimming away and escaping. 43 

But the centurion wanted to spare Paul’s life and kept them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those 

who could swim to jump overboard first and get to land. 44 The rest were to get there on planks or on other 

pieces of the ship. In this way everyone reached land safely. 
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1 Once safely on shore, we found out that the island was called Malta. 2 The islanders showed us unusual 

kindness. They built a fire and welcomed us all because it was raining and cold. 3 Paul gathered a pile of 

brushwood and, as he put it on the fire, a viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand. 4 When 

the islanders saw the snake hanging from his hand, they said to each other, “This man must be a murderer; 

for though he escaped from the sea, the goddess Justice has not allowed him to live.” 5 But Paul shook the 

snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects. 6 The people expected him to swell up or suddenly fall 

dead; but after waiting a long time and seeing nothing unusual happen to him, they changed their minds 

and said he was a god. 
7 There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the chief official of the island. He welcomed us to 

his home and showed us generous hospitality for three days. 8 His father was sick in bed, suffering from 

fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and healed him. 9 

When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. 10 They honored us in 

many ways; and when we were ready to sail, they furnished us with the supplies we needed. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God who saves and who heals. 

Psalm Ps 107:8-9,19-22,28-32 
8 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love 

    and his wonderful deeds for mankind, 
9 for he satisfies the thirsty 

    and fills the hungry with good things. 

 
19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 

    and he saved them from their distress. 
20 He sent out his word and healed them; 

    he rescued them from the grave. 
21 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love 

    and his wonderful deeds for mankind. 
22 Let them sacrifice thank offerings 

    and tell of his works with songs of joy. 

 
28 Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, 

    and he brought them out of their distress. 
29 He stilled the storm to a whisper; 

    the waves of the sea[b] were hushed. 
30 They were glad when it grew calm, 

    and he guided them to their desired haven. 
31 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love 

    and his wonderful deeds for mankind. 
32 Let them exalt him in the assembly of the people 

    and praise him in the council of the elders. 
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Gospel Mark 16:14-20 

14 Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and their 

stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen him after he had risen. 

15 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 16 Whoever believes and is 

baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany 

those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick 

up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place 

their hands on sick people, and they will get well.” 
19 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of 

God. 20 Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and 

confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it. 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. You are the Good News! 

 

Sermon.                   Sit 
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Hymn: We Are Your People (HOP#502)           Stand 
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The Nicene Creed                Stand 
Leader: Dear brothers and sisters, as we are united in the Lord Jesus Christ, let us proclaim our common 

faith in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All:  We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People               Sit 
During the prayers, eight oars (or oar-shaped models) are brought into the assembly. Each oar bears a 

single word – Reconciliation, Enlightenment, Hope, Trust, Strength, Hospitality, Conversion and Generosity. 

The presentation of an oar introduces each of the petitions. After the oar has been held high, a reader then 

announces the corresponding petition and all respond. 

 

Leader: We cannot face the storms of life alone. A boat moves forward when all row together. In the face 

of difficulties we recognise the need to pull together and to unite our efforts. Let us pray. 

 

In silent prayer, the first oar (Reconciliation) is brought forward, followed by the others. 

Reader: Gracious God, heal the painful memories of the past which have wounded our churches and 

continue to keep us apart. 

All:  Hear our prayer for Reconciliation. 

Reader: Gracious God, teach us to fix our course on Christ, the True Light. 

All:  Hear our prayer for Enlightenment. 

Reader: Gracious God, strengthen our confidence in your providence when we feel overwhelmed by the 

storms of life. 

All:  Hear our prayer for Hope. 

Reader: Gracious God, transform our many separations into harmony and our mistrust into mutual 

acceptance. 

All:  Hear our prayer for Trust. 

Reader: Gracious God, give us the courage to speak the truth with justice in love. 

All:  Hear our prayer for Strength. 

Reader: Gracious God, dismantle the barriers, visible and invisible, that prevent us from welcoming our 

sisters and brothers who are in peril or in need. 

All:  Hear our prayer for Hospitality. 

Reader: Gracious God, change our hearts and the hearts of our Christian communities, that we may be 

agents of your healing. 

All:  Hear our prayer for Conversion. 

Reader: Gracious God, open our eyes to see the whole of creation as your gift, and our hands to share its 

fruit in solidarity. 

All:  Hear our prayer for Generosity. 
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Offering Hymn: We Give Thee But Thine Own (HOP#424)        
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Liturgy of the Eucharist (Lima Text)             Sit 

Eucharistic Prayer               

Leader: Blessed are you, Lord God of the universe, you are the giver of this bread and this gift, fruit of the 

earth and of human labour, let it become the bread of Life. Blessed are you, Lord God of the 

universe, you are the giver of this wine, fruit of the vine and of human labour, let it become the 

wine of the eternal Kingdom. As the grain once scattered in the fields and the grapes once 

dispersed on the hillside are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, so, Lord, may your 

whole Church soon be gathered together from the corners of the earth into your Kingdom. 

All:    Amen. 

 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

All:   We lift them to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Leader: Truly it is right and good to glorify you, at all times and in all places, to offer you our thanksgiving 

O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty and Everlasting God. Through your living Word you created all 

things, and pronounced them good. You made human beings in your own image, to share your 

life and reflect your glory. When the time had fully come, you gave Christ to us as the Way, the 

Truth and the Life. He accepted baptism and consecration as your Servant to announce the good 

news to the poor. At the last supper Christ bequeathed to us the Eucharist, that we should 

celebrate the memorial of the cross and resurrection, and receive his presence as food. To all the 

redeemed Christ gave the royal priesthood and, in loving his brothers and sisters, chooses those 

who share in the ministry, that they may feed the Church with your Word and enable it to live by 

your Sacraments. Wherefore, Lord, with the angels and all the saints, we proclaim and sing your 

glory: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Leader: O God, Lord of the universe, you are holy and your glory is beyond measure. Upon your Eucharist 

send the life-giving Spirit, who spoke by Moses and the prophets, who overshadowed the Virgin 

Mary with grace, who descended upon Jesus in the river Jordan and upon the Apostles on the 

day of Pentecost. May the outpouring of this Spirit of Fire transfigure this thanksgiving meal that 

this bread and wine may become for us the body and blood of Christ.  

All:  Veni Creator Spiritus! 

Leader: May this Creator Spirit accomplish the words of your beloved Son, who, on the night in which he 

was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take, eat: this is my body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. After supper he took the cup and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
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the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me. Great is the mystery of faith. 

All:  We proclaim Christ's death, resurrection and ascension in glory. 

Leader: Wherefore, Lord, we celebrate today the memorial of our redemption: we recall the birth and life 

of your Son among us, his baptism by John, his last meal with the apostles, his death and descent 

to the abode of the dead; we proclaim Christ’s resurrection and ascension in glory, where as our 

Great High Priest he ever intercedes for all people; and we look for his coming at the last. United 

in Christ’s priesthood, we present to you this memorial: Remember the sacrifice of your Son and 

grant to people everywhere the benefits of Christ’s redemptive work.  

All:  Maranatha, the Lord comes! 

Leader: Behold, Lord, this Eucharist which you yourself gave to the Church, and graciously receive it, as 

you accept the offering of your Son whereby we are reinstated in your Covenant. As we partake 

of Christ's body and blood, fill us with the Holy Spirit that we may be one single body and one 

single spirit in Christ, a living sacrifice to the praise of your glory. 

All:  Veni Creator Spiritus! 

Leader: Remember all our sisters and brothers, who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose 

faith is known to you alone: guide them to the joyful feast prepared for all peoples in your 

presence, and all the saints. With all these we sing your praise and await the happiness of your 

Kingdom where with the whole creation, finally delivered from sin and death, we shall be 

enabled to glorify you through Christ our Lord. 

All:  Maranatha, the Lord comes! 

Leader: Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, all honour and glory is yours. Almighty God and Father, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

All:  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer                Stand 
Leader: United by one baptism in the same Holy Spirit and the same Body of Christ, we pray as God’s sons 

and daughters: 

All: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. (KJV) 

The Peace                   Sit 
Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, you told your apostles: Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you. Look not 

on our sins but on the faith of your Church. In order that your will be done, grant us always this 

peace and guide us towards the perfect unity of your Kingdom forever. 

All:    Amen. 

Leader: The peace of the Lord be with you always 

All:  And also with you. 

Leader: The people of Malta welcomed Paul and his companions with unusual kindness. Let us greet each 

other and share the peace which is Christ’s gift to us. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

Leader: The bread which we break is the communion of the Body of Christ, the cup of blessing for which 

we give thanks is the communion in the Blood of Christ. 

 

Communion 
 

Thanksgiving Prayer                 Sit 
Leader: In peace let us pray to the Lord: O Lord our God, we give you thanks for uniting us by baptism in 

the Body of Christ and for filling us with joy in the Eucharist. Lead us towards the full visible unity 

of your Church and help us to treasure all the signs of reconciliation you have granted us. Now 

that we have tasted of the banquet you have prepared for us in the world to come, may we all 

one day share together the inheritance of the saints in the life of your heavenly city, through 

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever 

one God, world without end. 

All:     Amen. 

 

We are sent out together to proclaim the Good News 

Leader: We have come together as Christians, 

and therefore as fellow disciples. 

As we yearn for Christian unity, 

let us commit ourselves anew 

to work for this common goal. (Pause for silent prayer) 

 

Church leaders who are present may join in proclaiming the Prayer of Blessing. 

Leader: May God the Father, who called us from darkness into light, 

make us true bearers of God’s light. 

All:     Amen. 

Leader: May God the Son, who redeemed us by his precious blood, empower us to follow his example in 

serving others. 

All:     Amen. 

Leader: May God the Holy Spirit, who is Lord and giver of life, strengthen us to endure the shipwrecks of 

life and reach the shores of salvation. 

All:     Amen. 

Leader: May the Almighty and Merciful God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless and protect us now and 

forever. 

All:     Amen. 

     We will set out together, to proclaim the wonders of God’s love.  

Amen! Alleluia! Amen! 
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Hymn for Procession: The God of Abraham Praise (NHOP#41)      Stand 
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2020 Joint Statement 

They Showed Us Unusual Kindness (Acts 28:2) 

The material for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2020 was prepared by the Christian Churches of the Islands of 

Malta and Gozo. The theme is based on distressing experience of St Paul at sea by reflecting on how people of different 

languages, cultures or religious beliefs extend their hospitality to one another to achieve unity.  

First of all, the 276 people on board can be divided into several different groups. The centurion and his soldiers are in 

power. But they have to rely on the skills and experience of the sailors. Although everyone feels endangered and afraid 

due to the huge storm, Paul and the other prisoners are the most vulnerable ones. Under extreme stress and fear, we 

can see the mutual distrust and suspicion among the different groups. They have widened their differences. Do the 

different Christian groups today also carry distrust and suspicion, widening their differences too?  

Paul became the center of peace in the crisis. He knew that his life was not bound by fate, but was under the control 

of the Lord to whom he belongs and whom he worships (Acts 27:23). It is because of this faith, the Lord’s plan can be 

realized. We must all be willing to be a center of peace, with each of us in our own position fulfilling the will of God 

according to His plan. 

The centurion decided to set sail in the bad weather. During the storm, the responsibility on how to control the ship 

fell in the hands of the sailors. However, in the end, everybody's respective calculated interests were defeated. Only 

when they were united together and abandoned the ship, that they can be saved through the Providential 

arrangement of the Lord. This ship and all its valuable goods would be lost but all the lives could be saved. In the 

process of seeking unity among Christians, God’s wisdom is such that we are being asked to let go of many things to 

which we are deeply attached.  

God set these diverse and conflicting peoples to "run aground on an island" (Acts 27:26). They are arranged on the 

same boat, and they arrived at the same destination. The hospitality they received from the islanders revealed that 

the fundamental condition for unity is nothing but mutual warm reception. While they gathered around the fire, these 

276 people were no longer controlled by the power of indifference. Rather, they were embraced by God's love. This 

love was shown by the "unusual kindness" of the natives (Acts 28:2). We are also willing to dissolve the indifference 

and hatred among us through mutual embrace and build a peaceful and harmonious society together. 

Hospitality is a much needed virtue in our quest for unity among Christians. This virtue urges us to be more generous 

towards people who need help. Despite its importance, we can discover Christian unity not only through mutual 

expressions of hospitality. We can also discover unity through the mutual respect among peoples of different 

languages, cultures, or religious beliefs. 

In such a difficult and tortuous journey of St Paul, the Lord brought about the salvation for all. We firmly believe that 

our Lord would again proclaim the universal salvation He prepared for us.(Acts 28:28) 

Diocesan Ecumenical   The Ecumenical Patriarchate Church Unity and 

Commission of the    Orthodox Metropolitanate  Relations Committee of 

Hong Kong Catholic Church  of HK and South East Asia   Hong Kong Christian Council 

 

January 2020 
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 The Liturgy is taken from the 2020 edition of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

published by the World Council of Churches. It is augmented with the Lima 

Liturgy adapted by the Church Unity and Relations Committee of the Hong Kong 

Christian Council. 

 We acknowledge The Chinese Christian Literature Council and Christian 

Communications Ltd for permission to re-print the selections from Hymns of 

Universal Praise, Hymns of Praise and New Hymns of Praise used in this Service. 
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