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Tony Read
Justice only justice . . . 

A story with a good ending

I like a good story. Whether I’m reading a book or 
watching a film. I enjoy it when I can relate to the 
characters and identify with them. I like it when the 
plot is engaging and carries you along with it, and 
like it when it has good ending. I like when things 
work out well. There may be lots of drama and 
adventure but I love it when it all works out well in 
the end. I hate those stories that you get to the end 
there seems to be no resolution and you are left 
hanging wondering what was that all about?

The big disconnect

We can see that there is a big disconnect when we try to reconcile the story that we the church speak 
about with the things that are happening in the world around us. We speak of love, peace and joy but 
much of the world seems to be filled with hate, war and distress. We speak of unconditional love, much 
of the world seems to be filled with anger and retribution. We speak of peace on earth but all around 
us there seems to be strife, bitterness and division. We speak of real joy, of knowing that God loves us, 
but all around us we see the unhappiness that results from materialism, self-centeredness and neglect. 
So, how do we cope with this disconnect? How do we live with the knowledge of God’s story of truth 
spoken to the world on the one hand, and the reality of what we see happening around us? It’s just 
like being in the middle of one of those stories or films when everything seems to be going wrong and 
nothing is working out right. How can we be that bridge that somehow connects the two together when 
the two things seem to be worlds apart?
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The end of the story

But as Christians we have a big advantage. Of all people alive on the earth today, we are those that have 
a sense of what is to come. Despite the things that we see around us - the brokenness, the sadness, the 
anger, the despair of those who are marginalized and cast aside, we the people of God – we know the 
end of the story and we know that it's a good ending. We have God’s picture of a restored earth, of all 
things new, of a new heaven and a new earth. The story has a good ending, and because we know the 
ending it should change everything. 

And because we know the end of the story we have a sense of the direction that the arrow of God’s 
justice is taking. God has already fired his arrow and it will hit that target. Right back in Deuteronomy 
16:18-20, he establishes the plumb-line for Justice. Justice, only justice, no wavering, no deviation only 
that which is right, true, and honest and with no hint of corruption. That's the target.

• Corruption - Today more than two thirds of the world’s nations are run by governments who score 
less than 50% on the Corruption Perception Index. But God’s arrow of justice has been fired and he 
has declared that the world will be ruled with righteousness and justice. 

• Economic injustice - Today many developed nations are suffering from economic injustice with the 
nations’ richest ten percent owning more wealth than the other 90%. But God’s arrow of justice has 
been launched and he says that he will ‘secure justice for the poor and uphold the cause of the needy’ 
(Psalm 140:12).

• Violence - Today our news and media are filled with reports of conflict, violence and crime. Violence 
causes 1.6 million deaths every year and is one of the leading causes of death in the 15-44 age group.

• But – we know the end of the story - God’s arrow of justice is on its way to bring a time in which there 
will be no more sorrow, death or mourning or crying or pain for the old order of things has passed 
away (Rev 21:4).

Judgment or Justice?

In fact of course there are two different orders, two different worlds. It's a clash of two opposites – of the 
world God intended and planned from the very beginning with the world that humanity has wrenched 
away from God and tried to rule and dominate on its own terms. In Psalm 82 the Psalmist describes his 
feelings as he sees that disconnect. He sees the unrighteousness of it all. He sees the suffering. He sees 
the domination of evil over good and he cries out to God. In today’s language he seems to be saying 
something like ‘Come on God, judge the wicked. Stop this travesty of justice. Judge the world. What 
are you waiting for? The longer you wait the more they will think that they can get away with it. Do it 
now O God’. 

There are many of us now who would love to see that happening right now, if we are honest with 
ourselves. We are appalled with the atrocities, the corruption, the deceit, the pointless loss of life, the 
arrogance, the injustice, the disregard for human dignity. Our righteous anger rises and we want it 
to end right now. But God didn't stand afar off and send a meteorite to blast us to smithereens or a 
lightening bolt to strike down the unrighteous - No - he did the unthinkable – the very opposite – he 
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came to visit us and live amongst us to show us what he is really like. He came to announce a new 
order, a new world, to intervene in the world of injustice with his justice of truth and mercy not with 
the condemnation and judgment which we all expected. Jesus is the lightning bolt of justice that lights 
up the world and totally destroys our human concept of what righteousness looks like. God’s judgment 
was to come and live amongst the unrighteous – right in the thick of it - not to stand back from it and 
denounce it from afar. 

We have just read together his manifesto, his mission statement in Luke 4. Economic justice for the 
poor - freedom for the oppressed - a new vision for the world - opportunity for the marginalized. This 
was what Jesus’ mission was. It was his declaration that the long awaited kingdom of God was being 
established right in their very midst. That the time had come for the new order to take form and shape 
and enter the real world of injustice. The arrow of justice was being fired. Notice had been given. The 
old order had had its sway, now it was time for the kingdom of God.  

Justice or righteousness?

So we the church have been called to the way of justice as well. Our call is to be the same call as the call 
of Jesus - to be visible expressions of the kingdom of God right in the middle of the old order. When 
the bible speaks of justice it does not confine itself to legal justice but is more about doing justice.  
In many places it speaks of justice together with righteousness. Psalm 97: ‘Righteousness and justice 
are the foundation of his throne.’ Psalm 103:6: ‘The Lord works righteousness and justice for all.’  In 
many passages in the New Testament, translators could equally have used the word justice instead of 
righteousness. 

The problem is that in 20th century Christianity there has been a tendency to equate salvation with 
inward personal, individual righteousness and holiness and forget about the outward expression of 
justice. This has led to a dichotomy of believing that my salvation is about my personal righteousness 
that has little to with what is happening in the world around me. And if we believe that we, the church, 
have little need to be relevant to or impact in this present world. Then the church begins to turn inward 
and become concerned with its own organizational, theological and spiritual issues. This in turn tends 
to result in introspection, emphasizing differences and creating denominational walls. But today we 
are declaring the unity of the church, and I believe that the way of Justice is the hallmark of this unity.

The way of Justice

The way of justice is firstly about compassion and secondly about Advocacy. 

(1) Compassion
Listen to what the prophet Micah says. ‘Act justly. Love mercy, and walk humbly with your God.’ We are 
called to be a people of justice so that the world can actually see that we are united by the same concern, 
the same heart of God who has compassion for his people and who wants to draw everyone into his 
kingdom, that none should be lost, that the world might be saved. The church has a mandate for justice, 
and when we turn inward and turn our backs on the world then our unity becomes irrelevant to the 
world. But when we work together for justice then our unity becomes a powerful demonstration of the 
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love of God. The way of justice that the church pursues is not fueled merely by a concern for human 
rights (although human rights are a valid concern). The way of justice is fueled by the deep, deep, 
powerful, energizing, spirit of the love of God. There can be no more powerful way of communicating 
the love of God than by feeding the hungry, caring for the poor, healing the sick, bringing hope to the 
downtrodden. John Perkins, the renowned human rights activist, once said ‘The church is at its best 
when it is a community of hope wrapping its arms around a community of pain.’ We need the church to 
take the walls down and take God’s love to find those communities of pain. We need the church to be 
turned inside out in order for the world to be turned upside down. 

(2) Advocacy
We must also understand that the way of justice is not only about compassion and mercy. It’s also about 
advocacy. It was on the road to Jericho that the Good Samaritan (as we like to call him) demonstrated 
what true compassion and gospel love looked like. Maybe it was just a one-off incident, but if it was 
part of an ongoing pattern of similar incidents and Jewish travellers continually found that they were 
being harassed and beaten up and the Good Samaritan had to set up a wayside first aid clinic to deal 
with the volume of incidents, we might begin to ask what was wrong with the Jericho road - and what 
needed to be done to prevent it. Systemic evil is often a result of systemic injustice. The way of justice 
needs the church to be pro-active and not just reactive. The Old Testament prophets were not just the 
foretellers of Israel’s future, they were also those whom God had commissioned to speak truth to power. 
When they needed to speak to the kings and rulers about Israel’s decline as a nation and falling short of 
God’s standard of holiness, they usually pointed out all the injustices that had resulted. Corruption of 
the courts, neglect of the poor, violation of widows rights, land grabbing, abuse of power, excesses of the 
rich. The prophets did not hold back in spelling it out. The church today has inherited that prophetic 
role in society and we need to speak out when we see violations of justice and human rights abuses 
taking place in our societies. When justice becomes the hallmark of a united church then the world will 
begin to see that we speak for the poor, the hungry, the marginalized, those who have no hope, just as 
Jesus proclaimed in his manifesto 2000 years ago.

Conclusion

So we are in the middle of the story. Weird stuff is happening all around us. There is a battle raging. 
The old order is flexing its muscles. It’s difficult to make headway. Are we winning or losing?  God has 
called us to be like the prophets of old, to live ahead of our time, to be a people of justice. And when we 
get push back and things get difficult then let’s remember to look up and see that arrow of justice and 
follow its trajectory with what we know is right, because we know the end of the story and we know it's 
a good ending.

Pastor Tony Read is the Founding Pastor and Justice Advocate of The Vine Church in Hong Kong. This 
sermon was preached at the English Unity Service on January 22, 2019 at Rosary Church. 
(Photo Credit: Fiona Chan)
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 Palestinian Christian Pastor
                    Speaks in Hong Kong

Notice of the Hong Kong Christian Council

Rev. Alex Awad and his wife Brenda Awad gave a talk on 
“Christians at the Conflict of Israel and Palestine” in Hong 
Kong on February 20 at the Chinese Methodist Church in 
Wanchai.  He is the author of the book “Palestinian Memories: 
The Story of a Palestinian Mother and Her People”, which was 
recently translated into Chinese. Rev. Awad, who was born in 
Jerusalem, received his university and seminary training in 

U.S. Then he and 
his wife were commissioned as missionaries of the United 
Methodist Church to serve in Israel and Palestine. He was 
pastor of the East Jerusalem Baptist Church and both are 
affiliated with Bethlehem Bible College and the Shepherd 
Society. The Awads have dedicated their ministry to seeking 
peace and justice for all in the Holy Land. They especially 
asked that the ecumenical community pray for the survival 
of the Christian community in this land where Jesus Christ 
and the church were born. 

The video of their presentation along with 
Powerpoint in English can be viewed on the 
HKCC webpage:  https://bit.ly/2JmiCKx  or 
by using the QR code. Please note if the page 
is in Chinese, you can click the “EN” at the left 
of the search box for the menu to drop down. 
Click the third option “EN” for English page.

March 13, 2019

Rev. Prof. Lo Lung-kwong submitted his resignation to the Hong Kong Christian Council to resign from 
his position as the General Secretary (Part-time) on February 17, 2019.  The Executive Committee of 
HKCC at its meeting on March 12, 2019 resolved to accept his resignation with immediate effect. The 
Executive Committee also resolved to appoint Elder Dr. Wong Fook-yee as the Honorary Acting General 
Secretary and will actively search for a new General Secretary. 

The Awads with Hong Kong partners

Chinese version of "Palestinian Memories"

Audience at Chinese Methodist Church
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HKCS New Management Team Opens Up New Vistas
HKCS undergoes a historic change this year as the new 
management structure takes effect from January 1, 2019. 
The Directorate, headed by the Director with three 
Deputy Directors, leads the operation and development 
of three groups of service: Child & Family; Youth & Social 
Rehabilitation; and Elderly, Rehabilitation & Community.  
A total of ten Service Heads assist the Directorate in 
managing around 100 service units and projects. The new 
structure facilitates higher communication efficiency and 
more flexibility and room for service development. The 
management is pleased to join hands with staff to create 
the optimal conditions for achieving the agency’s mission.

 Over 20 Corporate Partners
 Support HKCS Networking Gathering

On February 23, 2019, more than 40 guests from over 20 enthusiastic 
corporations and organizations attended a partnership gathering 
hosted by HKCS held at Kwun Tong Anderson Road (Kwun Tong 
Happy Teens Club). During the sharing session, Mr. Wong Yui-Lam, 
Chairman of Bauhaus International (Holdings) Limited, talked about 
the win-win results gained from partnering with HKCS for more than 
two decades to provide working opportunities to the marginalized 
youth. Apart from Mr. Wong’s sharing, three experiential rooms "Hope 
Room", "Justice Room" and "Harmony Room" were set up to enable 
guests to experience the dilemmas faced by the underprivileged groups 
and how they could be benefited from our services. 

We hope that such partnership 
gathering will kick-start a long 
term collaborating relationship 
with various corporations and 
organizations to achieve the 
agency’s mission in the society.

Sharing by Mr. Wong Yui-L am, 
Chairman of Bauhaus International, 
in session facilitated by Ms. Tse Ho-
Yi, Apple, Service Head of Children 
& Youth Service

HKCS new management team
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